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The Impossible Necessity of Dreaming the Kingdom

Here, it is important to note that Karl Mannheim makes a distinction between the absolute
unrealizability and the relative unrealizability of utopia. Utopia is “unrealizable only within the
framework” of the existing order, where people “whose thoughts and feelings are bound
up with an order of existence,” but utopia is realizable when people move beyond the
existing social order and the “limits of the status quo.”

Therefore, it is not surprising to see that those who are content with the existing reality tend
to disregard the distinction between the absolutely unrealizable utopia and the relatively
unrealizable utopia. Blurring the distinction between the various types of utopia would not
only give a full endorsement for the status quo, reality—as—it—is, but also would suppress
the significant prophetic function of utopian thoughts that long for an alternative reality—as-
it—ought-to—-be, the world—to—come, the kingdom of God.



