
Sahidic Coptic Verb Conjugations  Aaron Park 

Bipartite/Durative conjugation  

Layton PRESENT Focalizing circumstantial preterit relative FUTURE Focalizing fut Preterit fut 

Lambdin Present I Present II circumstantial imperfect relative Future I Future II Imperf. fut 

1s ] ei ei nei E] ]na eina neina 

2ms K ek ek nek et=k Kna eKna neKna 

2fs t(e)r, t=r er(e) er(e) nere ete(r) Tena erena nerena 

3ms f ef ef nef et=f fna efna nefna 

3fs c ec ec nec et=c cna ecna necna 

1pl t=n en en nen et=n t=n(n)a enna nenna 

2pl tet=n etet=n etet=n netet=n etet=n tet=n(n)a etet=n(n)a ent=n(n)a 

3pl Ce, cou eu eu neu etou cena euna neuna 

noun zero- N Ere-N Ere-N nEre-N Etere-N zero-N-na ere-N-na nere-N-na 

 
 
*Forms of ‘focalizing, circumstantial, preterit and relative’ are easily predictable by adding corresponding converters(e/ere, e/ere, ne/nere, et/etere) 
to regular verb stems. E.g., imperf. circum.(enefcwt=m), fut. Rel.(et=fnacwt=m), perf. circum(e-afcwt=m), pluperf=impf of perf. I(ne-afcwt=m), etc.  
*The Bipartite conjugation may have three kinds of predicates: infinitives, qualitatives, or adverbial phrases. However, only the infinitive may be used in the 
tripartite conjugations. 

 

Tripartite/Non-Durative conjugation  

Layton Past affirm Past neg. P. Focalizing  P. relative Not yet Aorist aff. Aorist neg. Optative aff Optative neg 

Lambdin perfect I Neg. perf I perfect II Rel. perf “Not yet” habitual Habitual neg Future III Fut. III neg 

1s ai =mpi =ntai entai =mpa] sai mei eie (e) =nna 

2ms aK =mpek =ntaK entak =mpat=k sak mek eke (e) =nnek 

2fs A, ar(e) =mpe(r) =ntar(e) entare =mpate sar(e) mere ere (e) =nne 

3ms af =mpef =ntaf entaf =mpat=f saf mef efe (e) =nnef 

3fs ac =mpec =ntac entac =mpat=c sac mec ece (e) =nnec 

1pl a=n =mpe=n =nta=n entan =mpat=n san men ene (e) =nnen 

2pl atet=n =mpet=n =ntatet=n entatet=n =mpatet=n satet=n metet=n etetne (e) =nnet=n 

3pl au =mpou =ntau entau =mpatou sau meu eue (e) =nneu 

noun a-N =mpe-N =nta-N enta-N =mpate-N sare- N mere-N ere-N (e) =nne-N 



Sahidic Coptic Verb Conjugations  Aaron Park 

 

Tripartite/Non-Durative conjugation  

Layton Jussive aff Juss. neg precursive conditional limitative conjunctive Fut. conjunct Causative inf 

Lambdin injunctive  temporal conditional “until” conjunctive Fut. Conjunc1 Inflected inf 

1s mari =mp=rtra =nteri Eisan, ei San]/santa =nta, ta Ta/tari (e)tra 

2ms - -  =nterek Eksan, ek sant=k =ng/ =nk tarek (e)trek 

2fs - - =ntere Eresan,  sante =nte tare (e)tre 

3ms maref =mp=rtref =nteref efsan sant=f =nf taref (e)tref 

3fs marec =mp=rtrec =nterec ecsan sant=c =nc tarec (e)trec 

1pl mar=n =mp=rtren =nter=n ensan sant=n =nt=n tar=n (e)tren 

2pl - - =nteret=n etet=nsan santet=n =ntet=n taret=n (e)tretet=n 

3pl marou =mp=rtreu =nterou eusan santou =nce tarou (e)treu 

noun mare- N =mp=rtre-N =ntere-N 
neg. =nteretm 

ersan-N 
neg. eret=m- 

or ersant=m- 

sante-N =nte- N tare-N (e)tre-N;  

neg. t=mtre 

 

 

 

 Indep. Pers. pron “have” not have my, your.. mine, yours, … to/for to upon Cardinal numbers 

    1s anok, an=g ou=ntai m=ntai pa 
P/twi, noui” Nai eroi Ejwi 1     oua ouei 

 2ms =ntok, =nt=k- ou=ntak m=ntak pek p/twk nak Erok Ejwk 2     cnau c=nte 

2fs =nto, =nte- ou=nte m=nte pou p/tw Ne Ero Ejw 3     som=nt somte 

3ms =ntof ou=ntaf m=ntaf pef p/twf Naf Erof Ejwf 4     ftoou Fto(e) 

3fs =ntoc ou=ntac m=ntac pec p/twc Nac Eroc Ejwc 5     ]ou ], ]e 

1pl anon, an- ou=ntan m=ntan pen p/twn Nan Eron Ejwn 6     coou Co(e) 

2pl =ntwt=n, =ntet=n- ou=ntyt=n m=ntyt=n pet=n p/twt=n nyt=n erwt=n ejwt=n 7     cas=f casfe 

3pl =ntoou ou=ntau m=ntou Peu Pwou, nouou nau eroou ejwou 8     smoun smoune 

 

                                                           
1 May have prefixed =n-. 


