
Greek 1B AaronP 
Lesson 21 

Contract Verbs: Rules and Examples 
 
 Contraction occurs only in the first principal part, i.e., the present and the 

imperfect stems. The endings of the first principal part are of e type (e( ei( h( h|) 
and o type (o( ou( w).  

 The stem endings are o( a( e. An “o” type vowel is the strongest in character, 
which never lose its phonetic value in contraction; then an “a” type; then an “e” 
type. 

A. Contraction with long vowels => gets long 

1. a, e, o + w => w (Note that  an “o” type vowel persists after contraction.) a, e, o + ou 
=> w, ou, ou  

2. a, e, o + h => a, h, w  
a, e, o + h| => a|, h|, w|/oi 

(Note that “o” and “a” type vowels persist after contraction with an “e” type vowel.) 

B. Contraction between short vowels 

1. Present stem ending in a 
  a + e => a  a + o => w 

a + ei => a| a + oi, ou => w|/w 
2. Present stem ending in e e + e => ei  e + o => ou 

e + any = any 

3. Present stem ending in o 
o + e, o, ou => ou   

o + diphthongs => oi 

C. For the declension of pa/j, see it with Aorist active participles 

 
 Declension of pa/j Aorist Act. Participles 
 M F N M F N 
nom pa/j pa/sa pa/n sāj sasa san 

gen panto,j pa,shj panto,j santoj sa,shj santoj 

dat panti, pa,sh| panti, santi sa,sh| santi 

acc pa,nta pa/san pa/n santa sasan san 

        

nom pa,ntej pa/sai pa,nta santej sasai santa 

gen pa,ntwn pasw/n pa,ntwn sa,ntwn sasw/n sa,ntwn 

dat pa/si pa,saij pa/si sasi sa,saij sasi 

acc pa,ntaj pa,saj pa,nta santaj sa,sa¯j santa 
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